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TAO JIANG LAWYERS

19 May 2011

Ouz ref: R Cripps032011

Your ref:

CEO

IINET LIMITED
Locked Bag 16
Cloisters Square, WA 6850

Total pages: 23 pages

Dear Madam/Sir

RE: ROBERT CRIPPS & REDLEG-V-D VAKRAS & L RAYMOND

Supreme Court of Victoria Proceeding: SCI 01484/2011

We act on behalf of Robert Cripps and his company Redleg Museum Services Pty Ltd.

On 19 May 2011 at about 5 pm, I telephoned your company and confirmed with Paul,
your technical support employee who answered the phone, that INET LIMITED
is the “Internet Content Hosts” and /or “Internet Service Providers” for the following

two websites: www.vakras.com and www.leeanneart.com.

Two articles that are highly defamatory of my clients appear on the pages that you host
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and in respect of which you are the internet service provider. The defamatory articles

are enclosed, including the linked articles.

I informed Paul that these two articles are defamatory and that Supreme Court
proceedings have already been issued against the writers of those two articles It is

established law that your company is also a publisher of those articles.

We put you on notice that the articles are highly defamatory of our client and that you

are a publisher of them.

My clients have retained Senior and junior counsel to re-draft a statement of claim.
However, in substance it will repeat the allegations of defamatory conduct set out in the

existing statement of claim.

In relation to the articles, we consider that the words used by the authors, in their
natural and ordinary meaning, are highly defamatory and that they give rise to, at least,

the following imputations, namely Mr Cripps:

(@) runs a business which should be avoided assiduously;

(b) runs abusiness which is a complete failure;

(c) did not want to pay the Defendants for the work they sold ;

(d) interfered with the Defendants’ capacity to promote their work;

(e) sabotaged the Defendants’ exhibition;

(f) turmned the exhibition into an expensive debacle fo1 the Defendants;
(g) is a self-confessed racist;

(h) has a hatred of Jews;

TAOJIANG LAWYERS
Suite 1005, 530 Little Collins Street Melbourne Vic 3000
PO Box 254, Glen Waverley Vic 3150
Tel: 1300 565 388 Fax: 03 8502 0302 Email: taojianglawyers@optusnet.com.au




Q)

\)

(k)
@

(m)
(n)
(0)
(p)

@
()
()
(t)

is a manifestation of the new-left who have adopted the sentiments Hitler
expressed in his Mein Kampf;

followed and harassed the artists, 1anting, and ordering the Defendants out of the
exhibition;

is a bellicose bully limited in erudition and of limited intellect;

is utterly ignorant of surrealism, ignorant of its counter-cultural, counter-religious,
and therefore its original revolutionary intent;

is malignant;

is a lias;

is untrustworthy;

forced the Defendants into 'agreeing' to terms which were never in the original
contractual agreement;

gained “agreement “by placing the Defendants under financial duress;

did not care about his contractual and professional obligations;

lacks integrity in his profession as a gallery manager; and

is not a bona fide gallery manager

You should treat this letter as a concerns notice for the purposes of s 14 of the

Defamation Act 2005.

We seriously suggest that you ask your lawyers to consider the law relating to the

publication of defamatory material It is established law in England and Austialia that

an ISP is a publisher.

Further, we consider that, as presently advised, your company would have no prospect

of making out the limited defence afforded to it by section 91 (1) of Schedule 5 to the

Broadcasting Services Act. Once an ISP has been informed of the offending material and it

TAOJIANG LAWYERS
Suite 1005, 530 Little Collins Stieet Melboume Viec 3000
PO Box 254, Glen Waverley Vic 3150
Tel: 1300 565 388 Fax: 03 8502 0302 Email: taojianglawyers@optusnet.com.au




4

continues to be available from the ISP, the ISP is held to be a publisher: see sub-para91
(1) (2)

We hereby request that you remove the abovementioned articles and the associated
links from your server forthwith. Should your company fail to do so it will be added as
a defendant to the existing Supreme Court proceeding.

We reserve the right to produce this letter to the Court on costs.

Should you have any queries please contact Ms Tao Jiang of our office on 1300 565
388.

Youus faithfully,
TAO JIANG LAWYERS
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exhibition in 2009
HUMANIST TRANSHUMANIST 17 June - 5 July:

the fiasco f Guildford Lane Gallel of Meurnc

i

HUMANIST
TRANSHUMANIS

Guildford Lane Gallery is run by the toxic Robert Cripps AVOID THIS GALLERY ASSIDUOUSLY!

Much money was spent by myself and my co-exhibitor Lee-Anne Raymond to make this show a success This has
turned out to be a waste of money The owner, Robert Cripps, had, at the time of writing this, still not paid us far
work that sold during the show [payment was eventually made over 6 weeks later - after we sought legal advice]

During the course of the exhibition he, by his actions, circumvented our capacity to promote our work His idea of a
contract, we were to soon discover, is that he believes he can unilaterzlly insert conditions subsequent to any original
agreement, The result of his actions was the sabotage of the exhibition Cripps tumned the exhibition into an
expensive debacle for us, but he made a profit on it

Below: a photograph of some of the works exhibited at the June-July exhibition in 2002 The exhibition was of never-
before exhibited works by myself and Lee-Anne Raymond. A fully illustrated catalogue was published to accompany
the exhibition [the catalogue can be purchased here] Essays which are featured in the catalogue were pinned
alongside our artwork in the exhibition

Cripps is a self-confessed racist [this page is expanded here]

The expanded page has been temporarily disabled, but can be seen via the Google cache

EXPANDED PAGE NOW AVAILABLE AS PDF

http://www. vakras.com/guildford lane gallery pdi

http://www.vakras.com/exhibitions html 19/05/2011
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He is 2 manifestation of the new-left who have adopted the sentiments Hitler expressed in his Mein Kampf, but who
believe that, though theirs and Hitler's sentiments are the same, their racism is a 'justifiable’ one [expanded here]

Cripps took exception to my
explanatory essays

Some of my essays juxtapose
quotes from both the Cld and New
Testaments alongside Hitler's Mein
Kampf, to show that Hitlet's racial
exterminations were Biblical
(refigious) [An assessment of

Hitler's Christianity]
Hitler wrote:

* 1 believe that 1 am acting in
accordance with the will of the
Almighty Creator: by defending
myself against the Jew, I am
fighting for the work of the Lord.”
Mein Kampf p 60, Manheim
translation

Tt

Hitler's enmity of Jews is based on L
disclaimers (circled)

1 Thessalonians 2 13-16 from the above: one of Cripps' rﬁany

New Testament [quoted here]

Yet it was not the exposure of the Biblical basis of Hitler s
racism that Cripps took exception to His actual objection was
to my quoting from the Koran, particularly 9 38-52, in which
the god of Islam, "Allah", guarantees automatic "martyrdom” to
those who are killed while in the act of killing non-Muslims

below: detall of Cripps’ disclaimer

According to Cripps, quoting the Koran is insensitive to
“Palestine”, because he is opposed to, as he said, "the Jew's
state in Palestine " He then accused me of "racism ! (Neither
"Israel” or "Palestine”, or the conflict there are mentioned in
the exhibition)

Cripps, who does not know the difference between opinion and
fact, placed disclaimers everywhere in the exhibition

The Disclaimer” reads:

"The management would like to state clearly that the views and
opinions expressed in this exhibition are those of the artists,
and not in any way representative of the views or opinions of
the management, staff or volunteers of Guildford Lane Gallery "

The quotes from the Koran though are NOT an opinion. What
quoting from the Koran achiéved was the exposure of Cripps for
what he Is: a racist

Unfortunately, some of the photographs are not in focus
(limited depth of field) When Lee-Anne and I visited to
photograph our exhibition, he followed us, harried us, ranting,
ordering us out of our exhibition, even though we had a legal
right to be there, and he had no legal means of executing his
demand. He is a bellicose bully limited in erudition and of
limited intellect

The above brief summary of this exhibition is expanded in greater detail here

Australian arts journalists (which included those who write for the Age and the Australian newspapers) were
contacted by emall Some journalists did respond with sympathetic emails, but did NOTHING No response of any
sort was forthcoming frem any journalist from Murdoch's the Australian and Herald Sun

Australia's arts intelligentsia, a parody of the British arts intelligentsia, ignored the show
The premise behind many of my works in this exhibition was the condemnation of religion-incited violence, and
religion-incited racism My works specifically condemn the 4 'montheisms': Zaroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity,

and Islam, whose religious doctrines demand that their followers commit murder as an act of piety on behalf of their
respective faiths The exhibition also featured two works from my current series of "Mytheic Works" [preview herg]

http://www .vakras com/exhibitions html 19/05/2011
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The exhibition was arranged as a counter-point to an exhibition of the powder-puff surrealism of Salvador Dali whose
works were being exhibited at the time at Melbourne's state art museum (the NGV)

It became evident that Cripps was utterly ignorant of surrealism, ignorant of its counter-cultural, counter-religious,
and therefore Its original revolutionary intent

(For example, refer: http://en wikipedia org/wiki/La_Révolution_surréaliste :

“the initial issue announced the revolutionary agenda of the La Révolution surréaliste with, "It Is necessary to start
work on a new declaration of the rights of man.".. the third issue announced, "End of the Christian Era.” Writer and
actor Antonin Artaud wrote an open letter to the Pope, "Address to the Pope,” and expresses the revolt against what

Surrealists saw as oppressive religious values anticlerical remarks are found throughout La Révolution surréaliste
and reflect the group's relentless campaign against oppresslon and bourgeols mallty =¥
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guildford-lane-gallery exhibition Humanist Transhumanist an Umbrella and Two Sur1.  Page 1 of 3

Guildford Lane Gallery

‘A man's ethical behaviour should be based effectually on sympathy, education, and social ties and needs;
no religious basis is necessary "
Albert Einstein

[ ast updated 2nd April 2011

Sued by Robert Cripps

Robert Cripps has decided my page must come down, claiming thal it defames his character, and that I must in
addition to taking this page down offer an online apology and retraciion to what is written For me to do so would
mean 1 agree that what 1 have written on this page is untruthful o1 defamatory Not so, every account is true His
surmnions claims "injurious falsehood” It would be a lie and 2 public disservice for me 1o take it down or agree to

supply any apology or retraction, publicly, online or otherwise
The page stays It is the truth that matters

1 and my co exhibitor Demetrios Vakras have been summonsed to appear in the Supreme Court by Cripps to answer
his charge of defamation and has, via lwo legal firms, demanded we remove our webpage accounts of ow experience
of him and Guildford Lane Gallery and that we each provide an online retraction and apology The first
correspondence from Cripos’ first set of lawyers, he is on to a second lot now, threatened us with criminal action
Nonsense of course The second ot have decided to go with this civil claim angle that he is somehow defamed
Nonsense again The public arts community have a right to know and be aware of what they are potentially getting
into with any managemest of a gallery for hire. Word of mouth didn't warn iis about the risk If we had known of the
unprofessional nature of the management at Guildford Lane Gallery we wouid not have wasted our time, our money
and subsequentiy risked our artistic reputations as a resuit We didn't know and suffered the worst nightmare of any
struggling, seif funded, exhibiting artist [t was an expensive, humiliating and Lorturous debacle, not of our making,

and an experience we cotld not possibly have anticipated without prior warning

1 will do what I can te prevent others going in unawares Robert Cripps demaonstrates he has no interest in honesty or
exhibiting any consistent good character. [ wiki lock forward to defending my right to fieedom of speech, to the truth,
and will update this page with any develcoments

To see what all the fuss is about and show support for the arlists feel free to purchase the Catalogue

Humanist iranshumamst Exhibition Catalogue Preview and Purchase

it is an excellent first self-publication of gur ait and themes which examine and critique conventicnal art theory,
religions, and poiitical and cultural systems It was only when we were nanging the paintings for the show that we
were informed Guildford Lane Gallery would not manage any sales of the publication. Subsequient events prevented
cur attending the gallery to facilitate saies and provide support for the show at all

Lee-Anne Raymond - 2nd April 2011

Robert Cripps of Guildford Lane Gallery is at it again, and again, and again

26th September 2010
Anocther artist reports to me they were humiliated and embarrassed by Cripps s behaviour at theit epening and
throughout the duration of the exhibition (What 1 struggie to understand is how he is stil! permitted to engage
volunteers and operate as the director of a gallery at ail )

This is a pattern of behaviour, artists be warned and beware

th Jzne 2010
A life model reporied to me how he found Cripps’ ' treatment was unbearable " This person had bDeen wrongly paid
a2nd dared o question Cripps and was victimisad for it

26th May 2010
An artist reports her reputation and exhibition were "destroyed” by Robert Cripps and his bizatre unchecked antics

When will any official arts reviewer, so called artists support organisation or arts writerfpublisher have the guis to do
anything about him? Arts Law must have volumes dedicated to compiaints just about Cripps Like Demetiios Vakias
andc I you wili get ncthing but useiess muttel ings "how awful”, well that isn't good enough In our case a review
supporting the show and ifs purpose or even crifiquing it oroperly souid have been the expectation But no, what we

httn:{furan leranneart com/onildfordlanecallery html 18/05/2011
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received was much less than nothing, we were left to hang This will happen to you too.

It is time to oul Cripps for what he is If you have had 2 similar experience with this parigh of 2 man then let me know
and L post it to this page as a warning te other artists Say NO to Guildford Lane Gallery under the steerage of
Rabert Cripps Say NO to being abused and having your show destroyed and your reputation sullied and then receive
no support or back up Say NO more to pioviding Cripps with the oxygen to continue running this gallery Say NO to
Guildford Lane Gallery and go eisewhere By the way this man also runs Red Leg an arts transportation company,
in this context I am aware that he is arofessionally avoided Others without direct experience of Cripps are well aware
of his reputation, he is, as reported to me, "universaily despised”, 1f this isn't enough read on If vou still think you
won't experience this sort of treatment it doesn £ matfer, he will treat others this way and your suppeort just keeps

hirm in businass to do 50

In my own experienca let's see, at my exhibition what did he do that would suggest he is a creep and his
motivations suspect? My paintings display nudes, generally, though not always, from the back He embarrassed me,
and the entire concept of the show, by asking women at the opening, “is that your lovely bottom?" What did he do to
display he is a bully? He stood an inch from my face and screamed at me in front of visitors to the gallery and gallery

volunteeis When I moved back he moved forward He did the same to Demetrios He poked aggressively at our
chests and shouted his foui abuse and we stood our ground He was incensed that we wouldin't back down, that we
would dare to stand up to him and Tor cur character and our exhibition

Anyone who works or valunteers for him who doesn't support this account of the kind of persen he s, is a coward and
an enabler of a buily and a lecher There were at least 3 volunteers visible and in earshot of the incident I have
referred to Present as well was the paid Gallery Manager who during Cripps' tirade remained his silent lackey, saying
and doing nothing of hanour All who were there at the time knew you did nothing How many times has it been that
you did nothing? I'm sending out the call te all "his women", this is what he calls you, (he is only interested in young
inexperienced women and men too weak to stick up for themselves it seems) fo come forward and report his
behaviour, equip people with the knowledge to avoid him before they come into his employ of anywheire near paying

him money for art space rentail

How many people must he dishonour and iff treat with his shametul antics? People with any nction of self respect
stmply leave his gallery, but no ane ever does anything about it to prevent the next person making the same mistake
to 'work’ for him You! are meaningless to him and he has no respect for you; he is a narcissist without scruples who
slands not for art bul for himself and ihe appeasement of his own appetites, T notice that even miore and more
associates are included into the Guildford Lane Gallery venue Melbourne Life Drawing and Utopian Slumps to name
two How is this arrangement going for you?

Contact Lee-Anne [o post your experience

from personal experience ~ a review of guildford lane gallery

Crnldford Fane Gallery fevel 2 display ing onc aspoet of the exbibiton "Hamanist Transhumamst - An Untbreia and Two Sureatists

If an artist or interestad person were o ask me, how did vour show go? what was the gallery like? did you have a
good experiance?

1 would have ¢ say in order; terribiy; an impressive space i be avoided at all costs and, no, it was
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the worst experience and one [ could never have imagined Why?

No more than 5 minutes after the close of our opening night event my co-exhibitor, Demetiios Vakras. and I were
subjected to a truly sickening thade of insult by the Director, Robert Cripps. The basis for his tirade, directed mostly
at my co-exhibitor was that Cripps had taken exception to one aspect of religious criticism in the exhibition In his
tirade we were informed without invitation, that he (Cripps) was anti the Jewish State and pro Palestinian There was
no reference to this conflict in the content of sxhibition Neveitheless he demanded it be remmoved We left that
evening, without resolution to this extremely insulting accusation and with Ciipps claiming later t¢ anyone who would
listen to his bombast that he was 'attacked’ by us We subsequently returned to the exhibit some days iater to
photograph the installation (See the above photograph which is one of the few good ones and one cf the few we
were able to take) We orly managed ftc take very few shots of the show as during our attempt to document the
exhibition Robert Cripps proceeded te shadow us around our rented space declaiing once more that Demelrios and
the show was racist He had installed several "disclaimer' nctices within the exhibition space {we'd hired the entire
Znd floor) anc at the first ramp of Lthe stair way leading up to Lhe space a huge "WARNING” sign was posted

When a gallery of its own volition goes this, it says more aboul the galiery direction than anything eise but damage is
zlso done It was effective enough to cast a pal over the content and therefore aversll reception of the show, which
was up for thiee weeks at the mercy of Cripps’ vile inteipretations 1t was very effeclive, a complete sabotage, the
gallery had all the money it was ever going to get out of us after all and didn't need to support sales of cwr art or ou
self produced catalogue in order to make any profit It is all about the money at Guildford Lane Gallery If it waie
about the art, the gallery Director would of course already know that Surrealism is a protestant movement, one born
from a fiercely anti establishment, anti-ieligious, ant-discrimination and anti-viclence background With particuiar
emphasis on anti-violence purportedly performed i the name of religion

What of the content? This exhibition was well announcad to the Director and his staff, well documented in our
formerly welcomed application to b2 a retuin to Sunealisin's roots, an unapologetic announcing of Surrealism's
oiigins and traditional temperament. No saccharine coated pop-version of surrealism by designers This means
religion is critigued Cripps though only cared about criticisms of Islam, not Christianily, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism o
Judaism The content, it was claimed, was racist towards Islam alone. The critiques on Islain were backed up by
quotation from the Koran with passages extolling violent action and misogyny Quotations were referenced to
emphasise the problems and significant contradictions between the lext and claims made about this religion
Quotationn from the Bibie similarly prominent was undisputed and not a concern foir Cripps The point of logic
presented to Cripps that Islam is multi-iacial so ¢riticism of the religion cannot be racial was rejected He further
claimed to be threatened by us and that neither could visit the space we hired without prior warning and that
Demetiios was just not to come al all Never nmund that as renters we had a clear right o be present during business
hours this was all declared by Cripps whilst inches from us in a posture one might find very contiadictory to this claim
{we couldn't back away he kept moving in} This occurred ail in the presence of a visilor to the galiery whom we did
not know, she remained although initiaily hesitated when coming upon the exchange, but then she stayed, read
everything and she came 10 us when Cripps left the space to ieassure us that there was nothing to his accusation,
she could "see what we wera doing” and that the work was "amazing" - she said she'd be back te see it more, I hope
she did

1 wonder how many turned around and left the space when coming upon the disclaimers, or how many were tieated
to a special audience by the director. I can't know this for sure and can only reasonably specuiate of course but it
stands to reason To add further insult we had to fight for six weeks post the closure of the show to receive cur sale
money and bond money owed It wasi't & large amount, but we were not prepared to let the gallery retain it Tt was
a further self-discreaiting act by this gallery in my ¢pinion So bewaie aitists, take care to research your gallery
selections well, 1 hope this helps you

If asked by a prospective artist applicant to the gailery for an assessment I would have to say think twice before
being lured by Guildford Lane Gallery's undeniably stiiking interior, it comes at a significant cost

Raview the account of my co-exhibitor Demeliios Vakras here:
http://www.vakras.com/exhibitions htmiFexhibition :n 2009
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